Ren Vasiliev, Departnent of CGeography

Sabbatical Leave Proposal for Fall 2007

Project: A book on Adirondack place and geographic
f eat ure nanes.

| nt roducti on

| am requesting a sabbatical |leave to wite a second
book on sone placenanmes in New York State. M first
sabbatical |eave resulted in From Abbotts to Zurich: New
York State Placenanes, published by Syracuse University
Press. It consisted of origins of the nanmes of about 2500
villages, cities, and other populated places in New York
(out of a total of over 6000 places). This second book
focuses on the nanes of populated places and geographic
features in the Adirondack region. There are few popul ated
places in the north conpared to the nunber of geographic
features (rivers, streams, nountains, ponds, |akes, and the
like). There is a need for a book that covers the nane
origins of these features. | am constantly being asked, now
that my first book has been out for a couple of years, why
this and that |ake or nountain or other geographic thing
out there is naned what it is.

Syracuse University Press has again expressed an
interest in ny project (see attached enmil). At this

witing, | amwaiting to hear for a decision. |If Syracuse
Uni versity Press declines this book, the Center for
American Places has expressed interest in my work. | am

confident that there is enough interest in this topic that
soneone wi Il publish the book.

Met hodol ogy

The nanes of places and geographic features in New
York State are contained in the United States Geol ogical
Survey’'s GCeographic Nanes Information System (USGS GNI S)
| have downloaded all the names of populated places,
rivers, lakes, sunmts, and other geographic features that
are contained in the GNIS for the counties in northern New
York State. The files contains thousands of nanmes that are
found on the New York State topographic maps produced by

the USGS. | amcurrently editing this nmassive |ist of nanes
to reflect the actual nunber about which | would wite.
After this editing is done, | wll focus on collecting

information on the origins of these nanes. Sonme of this

research has already been done during the conpilation for
From Abbotts to Zurich: New York State Pl acenanes.



Oigins of placenanmes in New York are found in 19th
century county histories and gazetteers, and in other
papers, both published and not, many of which can be found
in the New York State Library and the New York State
Archives and Records in Albany, as well as in other
libraries around the state.

| am currently collecting information for each of the
rel evant counties through interlibrary |oan, antique book

dealers, and through travel to libraries and historical
societies in the area whose collections do not circul ate,
although this last is I|limted because of ny teaching

responsi bilities.

| have attached a <copy of ny proposal to Syracuse
University Press. This docunent wll provide nore detail
about the book and its proposed content.

Ti met abl e

The necessity for an extended | eave for a project such
as this is primrily to have the time for undivided
attention to the research and the witing of this material.
Collecting the material and witing up the origins for each
pl acenane are tinme-consum ng tasks. Sonme of this work can
be done while | teach, e.g., the editing of placenanes to
be included in the book and collecting published materials
t hrough interlibrary | oan. However, some coll ection needs
to be done on site, and all of the final witing needs to
be done with no interruption.

My tentative schedule is as follows, for a sabbatica
| eave in Fall 2007:

e Summer 2007: Travel through the Adirondack region
collecting information from historical societies and
[ibraries;

» Septenber through Decenber 2007: Witing the book.

Contri bution of Conpleted Project

A book that serves as a reference work to others is a
val uabl e thing. There is no one conprehensive source for
the nanme origins of places and features in the Adirondack
Regi on.

Witing this book and having it published by Syracuse
University Press would continue to enhance ny reputation as
a researcher in toponyny (study of placenanes). It woul d
bring attention to Geneseo as the home of this research.



Furthernore, any geographic research enhances ny teaching
of the subject; this work, in particular, would help in the
Geography of United States course, as well as for a future
CGeography of New York State course that | aminterested in
t eachi ng.

Prior Activity

My sabbatical leave in the Spring of 2001 resulted in
the publication of From Abbotts to Zurich: New York State

Pl acenanes. Since then, | have spoken a nunber of tines
about the subject at public libraries and historica
soci eti es.

| currently sit on the Committee of Geographic Nanes
of New York State in which we make recomendations to the
Federal Board on Geographic Names about new ranes or nhane
changes in New York State. This appointnent has given ne a
ook into the current placenane debates in New York State
and, specifically, in the Adirondack region.



